STATE LEAGUE SUBMITS COMMENTS ON HYDROFRACKING
State League President Betsey Swan submitted comments to the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation on its draft GEIS, regarding proposed high volume hydraulic fracturing regulations and the proposed amendment of the State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System. The 22-page report was prepared under the auspices of Elizabeth Radow, chair of the State League’s study of the issue and President of the Larchmont-Mamaroneck League, and Sally Robinson, State Issues Chair.
The League’s comments specifically highlighted three issues: failure to consider public health impacts; failure to develop adequate avenues for disposal of flowback water and other waste generated by drilling; and failure to understand what happens to the fluid that does not immediately return to the surface as flowback fluid.

The League opposes closing of the regulatory comment period and/or promulgation of final regulations until finalization of the draft SGEIS. Similarly, the League supports a moratorium on closing the comment period for the SGEIS until at least 120 days after the EPA has issued the final report of its study of the impact of high volume hydraulic fracturing on the water quality and public health. Click here for the complete report.
Testimony from the Leagues of Women Voters of Delaware, Pennsylvania and New Jersey accompanied the submission.
The State League’s comments are based on the LWVUS position: that “natural resources should be managed as interrelated parts of life-supporting eco-systems. Resources should be conserved and protected to assure their future availability. Pollution of these resources should be controlled in order to preserve the physical, chemical and biological integrity of ecosystems and to protect human health.”
